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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Sep-
tember 30th, due to personal reasons, | was
unable to cast the three votes that were called
on that day. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes” on rollcall votes 743 (H.R. 2442);
744 (H.R. 1771) and 745 (H.R. 1053).

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, on the vote H.R. 2442, Bay
Area Regional Water Recycling Pro-
gram Expansion Act of 2009, I was un-
avoidably detained in the Transpor-
tation and Security Subcommittee. I'd
like to register the vote for ‘“‘yea.”

———

MAKE HEALTH CARE AFFORDABLE

(Ms. JENKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JENKINS. The health care de-
bate we’re having right now is com-
plex. It’s personal. It will affect every
single American. And it will affect our
Nation’s financial stability for years.
We must get this right.

It appears the current House proposal
is not what Americans are asking for.
Just yesterday, a Senate committee re-
jected the so-called ‘‘public option’ on
a bipartisan vote.
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Republicans have solutions that I be-
lieve most Americans agree on—solu-
tions to root out waste, fraud and
abuse; solutions to provide care regard-
less of preexisting conditions; solutions
to help families access affordable care;
solutions to reduce the cost of defen-
sive medicine; solutions to fix the sys-
tem without destroying it.

This debate must be thorough and
the solution bipartisan. It’s time to
come together and to make health care
affordable.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO DR. VASCO SMITH

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. I rise today to honor the
life and legacy of a great Memphian
and a great American, Dr. Vasco
Smith. Dr. Smith was one of the stal-
warts of civil rights in our city of
Memphis and in the Nation. He served
on the county commission with me
from 1978 to 1980, but he served on the
county commission in Shelby County
from 1973 until 1994. He and his fellow
county commissioner, Jesse Turner,
Sr., were known as the Freedom Fight-
ers.

Jesse Turner, Sr., was the national
treasurer of the NAACP. Dr. Vasco
Smith’s wife, Maxine Smith, was the
national secretary of the NAACP.
Vasco Smith and Jesse Turner worked
on all things in civil rights in Memphis
and stood up when others did not and
were always a voice of conscience and
reasonableness and morality in my
community.

Dr. Smith was a great county com-
missioner. He worked with me and oth-
ers to build the Regional Medical Cen-
ter, our general hospital in Memphis
that serves the people that need health
care. He was a dentist who served his
community as a physician. He served
in the Air Force and served our Nation.

He was a special man to me because
he showed moral rectitude of the type
that’s rarely seen. He knew justice be-
yond color. He will be remembered in
Memphis as a great civil rights leader,
as a husband, a father, a professional,
and a great Memphian.

He’ll be buried Friday. I'll be there
with him. His was a life well lived.

———

NET NEUTRALITY

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, on Monday, The Washington
Post published an editorial criticizing
SEC Chairman Julius Genachowski’s
net neutrality proposal. This proposal
would call for the Federal Government
to introduce unnecessary regulation
that would inherently slow down the
Internet for all users.

Unfortunately, H.R. 3458, the so-
called Internet Freedom Preservation
Act, mirrors Chairman Genachowski’s
proposal and is currently pending in
the House.
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